
Setting Pasture Management Goals









Horses should consume 1.5 to 3% of their body weight in 
feed each day.  At least 70% should be forage! 



Most horses can be maintained nutritionally 
on well-managed pastures , if provided with 
water and trace minerals.



VEnhances overall health

VReduces stress

VReduces feed costs -
more $$$ for horses!





A well managed pasture can recycle 
nutrients from dropped manure and 
reduces the need to deal with manure 
and bedding  from stalls 

and dry lots. 



VSoil erosion

VWeeds

VWater 
contamination



Pasture-related health issues:

VExcessive weight gain

VColic and laminitis

VSpread of gastrointestinal parasites.  





Cost of 3 acres $50,000

Taxes $  3,000

Fence $10,000

Fertilizer $  1,000

Tractor $10,000

Mower $  1,000

_______

Total: $75,000



VPlants that provide animals with nutrition.

VPlants that supply proteins, carbohydrates, 
vitamins and are high in FIBER!



Forages for horse pastures consist of grasses 
such as timothy, brome, orchard grass, 
ÒÙÅÇÒÁÓÓȟ ÂÌÕÅÇÒÁÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÓÃÕÅȣȣȣȣȢ 



ȣ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÇÕÍÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÃÌÏÖÅÒȟ 
red clover, or alfalfa. What are 
legumes?



#ÏÏÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÇÒÁÓÓÅÓȣȢȢ 

VAre the mainstay of most horse pastures.

VGrow best at temperatures of 65° to 80° F. 

VSlow growth in summer. 



Species April  May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. 

Kentucky 

bluegrass 

       

 

Orchardgrass 

       

Reed 

Canarygrass 

       

 

Alfalfa 

       

 

Red clover 

       

 

White clover 

       

 




