Keeping Horse Pastures
Green & Productive

Setting Pasture Management Goals






Horses evolved as grazing animals!




The equine digestive system is designed
for forage consumption.
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Figure 1: Digestive tract of the horse,







Horse Basics

Most horses can be maintained nutritionally
on well-managed pastures , if provided with
water and trace minerals.
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A well managed pasture can recycle
nutrients from dropped manure and

reduces the need to deal with manure
and bedding from stalls

and dry lots. ‘
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Economics: advantage or disadvantage?

Cost of 3 acres $50,000
Taxes $ 3,000
Fence $10,000
Fertilizer $ 1,000
Tractor $10,000
Mower $ 1,000

Total: $75,000
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Are the mainstay of most horse pastures.

Grow best at temperatures of 65to 80° F.

Slow growth In summer.



Seasonal growth patterns in forages

Species April  May June July
Kentucky
bluegrass

Orchardgrass
Reed
Canarygrass

Alfalfa

Red clover

- White clover



Pasture Pasture
Species Prod.
Low
Ko siedom
High
Low
Alfalfa/prass Medium
High
Low
E:lrl gr;ssplus Medium
Low
W:;:l—seasm Medium

!Based on an animal unit consumin

Annual

Yield

(T/A DM) Apr
1.0 10.7
20 54
3.0 3.6
3.0 -
4.5 -
6.0 -
20 54
3.0 3.6
4.5 24
3.0 -
4.0 -
5.0 -

Acres required to provide forage needs for one animal unit’

May
1.2
0.6
04

0.6
0.4
0.3

0.8
0.5
04

Tun
27
13
0.9

0.9
0.6
0.4

13
0.9
0.6

0.9
0.7
0.5

Jul
11.1
55
37

12
0.8
0.6

28
1.8
12

0.6
0.4
0.3

age per day with 70% of

Aug
11.1
5.5
3.7

12
0.8
0.6

23
1.5
1.0

0.6
0.4
0.3

asture utilized.

Sep
45
22
1.5

1.8
1.2
0.9

1.8
|
0.8

1.2
0.9
0.7

Oct
6.9
3.5
23

3.1
21
1.5

9.2
6.2
4.1



