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Why Do We Need a Strategy Team 

for Nutrient and Sediment 

Management?

Åthe PA Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) convened a 

workgroup to develop a Best 

Management Practice (BMP) that 

would minimize nutrient and sediment 

pollution from equine operations 

(operations housing horses, ponies, 

donkeys and mules). 



Strategy Team Members

ÅAmy Welker, Nutrient Management Specialist, 
Cumberland County Conservation District

ÅAnn Swinker Ph. D., State Extension Horse 
Specialist, Penn State University 

ÅSuzette Truax, South Central Grazing Specialist, 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

ÅJoan Sattler, Watershed Manager, North Central 
Regional Dept. of Environmental Protection

ÅShelly Dehoff, Agriculture/Public Liaison, Lancaster 
County Conservation District 



Strategy Team Members (cont)

ÅKelly Ireland, Special Projects Agronomist, USDA 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

ÅJana Malot, State Resource Conservationist, USDA 

Natural Resources Conservation Service

ÅMichael Brubaker, Nutrient Management Program 

Coordinator, State Conservation Commission

ÅMark Dubin, Conservation Program Specialist, PA 

Dept. of Environmental Protection



What Is In This Slide Presentation?

ÅA collection of photographs demonstrating 
different methods farm managers have taken to 
control environmental issues on their farms. 

ÅSome of the methods are the first steps in a 
comprehensive plan for  equine environmental 
stewardship.

ÅPlease view these slides and think how you 
can improve the environment on your farm.



Questions To Ask Yourself About 

the Management of Your Facility

ÅDo you help your pastures grow and  thrive?

ÅHave you thought of using French drains?

ÅDo you practice rotational grazing?

ÅDo your pastures have a time to ñrestò?



ÅDo you control rain run off?

ÅDo you use sacrifice and/or dry lots to rest 

pastures?

ÅDoes your wash rack area help or hurt your 

farm?

ÅDid you construct outdoor arenas keeping in 

mind the controlling of water run off?

ÅDo you consider providing water diversion 

where water tends to ñpondò or ñflowò?



Questions About Manure 

Management

ÅDo you manage your manure properly?

ÅDo you remove manure daily?

ÅDo you arête and compose it?

ÅDo you use manure as a reusable source of 

fertilization for your pastures?

ÅDo you manure hauled off the premises?

ÅIs manure storage located away from water 

sources?



ÅRidge 

windrow 

manure pile

ÅStoring and 

removing can 

be in one step 

if done on a 

regular basis



ÅManure storage areas





ÅMethod for manure storage used at a 

therapeutic riding center to enable therapeutic 

participants to participate.



Wash Racks and Washing Areas



Containment of Ring Materials





Sacrifice Lots





Rotational Grazing


